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We hope you enjoy the rest of your summer and look forward to hearing from you and 
seeing you soon! We’re very optimistic about our future as a community and we need to 
continue to work together. We will continue to share news and updates on a regular basis.
Thank you for your continued support.
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Students are Back to School!

Recently, the school updated the front room 
of the school as a meeting area. “This will 
be a comfortable space where the students 
will have an opportunity to share, discuss 
current events and begin and end their 
day,” Bailey explained. 

This new room is only one of the many 
initiatives the school is planning for the 
upcoming year. Recently, the school hosted 
an open house to welcome families for a 
tour and to view the new meeting area.

Dene Tsaa school has grades K-7 and the focus is on hands-on learning, culture-based 
curriculum, number sense, handwriting, living and harvesting off the land, critical thinking 
skills, and exploring the world through engaging texts. There is a full language and culture 
program planned for this year. This includes the return of our language teacher Melba St. 
Pierre who will spend an hour a day with the students teaching them the original Beaver 
language and culture. This session will be recorded and available to non-residents online if 
they want to share this with their families. Sessions will be posted on the Facebook page 
and on the community website at ProphetRiverFirstNation.com.  

There will be more updates online as Dene Tsaa starts Culture days start. Some of the 
highlights include an opportunity to learn drum dancing and the carving of a moose.  

Over the past few months, the BC Ministry of Education has published several updates 
detailing how public schools will follow specific guidelines aimed at ensuring maximum 
safety for all staff, students, and parents. Dene Tsaa is following these strict guidelines to 
ensure our school is a safe place to be and invites parents to check our website for our full 
list of safety guidelines and requirements. 

This year, Dene Tsaa will be more accessible for Off-Reserve families because of the new 
community bus. The bus will leave Fort Nelson Tim Hortons in the morning and bring the 
students back at the end of the day. Any family that is interested in participating in this 
program is welcome to reach out and discuss how they can be accommodated.

As we head into the school year, we encourage families and community to communicate 
with the school. Any questions or concerns should be directed to Kristiana Bailey by email at 
kristiana.bailey@prophetriverfn.ca or phone at 1.844.323.0324 x102.

with the school. Any questions or concerns should be directed to (250) 773-6505 or email
        kristiana.bailey@prophetriverfn.ca

Prophet River Dene Tsaa School opens its doors on Sept. 10 and welcomes 15 new students 
to the class of 20/21! “We are thrilled with the community response and the number of new 
students that are joining us this year,” said Kristiana Bailey, Educational Director. 

http://www.ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
mAILTO:kristiana.bailey@prophetriverfn.ca
http://www.ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
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Shanny
Raising Littles
For more than four years, 
certified Baby-Led Sleep 
and Well-Being Specialist 
Shanny has been working 
in the mental health field 
supporting clients in a 
variety of roles. 

“I have always had an 
interest in human behavior, 
development, and well-
being, However, this interest 
grew, and shifted, to that of 
parents and children after 
having children of my own. 
Like all parents, I was faced 
with copious amounts of 
inaccurate, and incomplete, 
information regarding child 
development that created 
fear, anxiety, depression, 
and a disconnect from my 
maternal instincts. It was 
at this point that I vowed 
to create a place where 
parents could go to feel 
supported, validated, and 
safe."

For more information, visit: 
RaisingLittles.ca

Paving Project Update
The new paving project is progressing well! We 
have nearly completed the watermains and 
are on schedule to finish the project before 
the snow comes! We want to thank members 
for their understanding and appreciate that it 
has been an inconvenience.

To minimize traffic congestion and keep the 
area safer, we are requesting that all non-
members leave their vehicles at the gate. 
Anyone who wants a ride into the reserve can 
request one from the security gate. 

This policy is strictly enforced to meet the 
safety requirements and the WCB guidelines. 

The security gate will remain closed until the 
project is complete.

We thank you for your cooperation!

Get your business 
profiled with PRFN!

Visit our website 
ProphetRiverFirstNation.com 

Click on the member 
directory button. Fill in the 
form and we will reach out 
to you to help you set up 
your member business 
page for the directory!

Halfway River Closure
An 8KM section of the Halfway River will be closed to boaters from Sept. 1, 2020 to April 30, 
2021, as BC Hydro begins clearing for the Site C reservoir. During this time, six temporary 
crossings will be built across the river to transport logs and equipment during the winter.

The river will be re-opened and the crossings removed by May 2021. The public may notice 
increased truck traffic, noise and smoke during this time. Boaters will continue to be able to 
access the Peace River from the Halfway River boat launch. 

For more information, visit:  SiteCProject.com/public-advisory-halfway-river-closure

http://www.ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
http://www.ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
http://sitecproject.com/public-advisory-halfway-river-closure
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Sikanni Ranch
Thank you for your support!

Penny St. Pierre, Executive Director of Sikanni Ranch would 
like to acknowledge community members for being respectful 
and helping to contribute to the longevity of the ranch this 
summer. It hasn't been an easy transition, but St. Pierre has 
managed to sort out some of the initial challenges and build a 
strong business model that will serve the members and the 
community over the long term. One of the primary goals for 
Sikanni Ranch, owned by the nation, with the funding supported 
by the Trust is to provide an opportunity for shared community 
space for members to enjoy in the future.

Because of Covid-19, the ranch has had the added burden of 
not being able to accept non-resident hunters. This means 
that the ranch has been closed to international travelers and 
only open to provincial guests. St. Pierre has been working 
diligently with the community to honour the guest bookings 
and keep the ranch operational. She encourages members to 
share in this beautiful space.

There is a “Members Area”  where members can book cabins 
on the ranch for a reduced fee of $50/pp/night. Members are 
welcome to stay here and enjoy the beautiful scenery, 
camping and exploring.

It is a community effort. Several members, including summer 
students, ranch hands and more are enjoying working on 
the ranch. They have discovered a wonderful opportunity to 
enjoy the outdoors and contribute to the daily operations.

St. Pierre emphasized “This is a business and needs to 
run like a business." She thanks members for their respect 
and consideration. “Once we build a strong foundation we 
plan to focus on building more long term resources for our 
members including a space where they don't have to pay 
and a place where they can practice traditional practices." 

If you're interested in working at the Sikanni Ranch, check out 
ProphetRiverFirstNation.com for upcoming job postings.

Arlene St. Pierre &  Patricia Chipesia

http://www.ProphetRiverFirstNation.com


Catching up with Dr. Antonia Mills

Of particular interest, Mills was invited to witness one of the last dreams of the living prophet Charlie Yahey from Blueberry. 
She remembers Charlie going into a deep trance while the others in the room maintained silence and a sacred space. When 
he returned from the dream he drew his visions on a scroll of paper. His prophecies include the decline in the 
caribou population and cautioned the community that the world would end if we don't treat it right. He brought back songs 
to share and heal the community. Some of these songs can be found in these archives. 
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Photos courtesy of Amber Riddington. 

Recently, we had the opportunity to catch up with Dr. Antonia Mills in Kelowna this 
summer. “Tonia” was married to Robin Ridington from 1964 until 1975, and they 
conducted fieldwork together with the Dane-zaa between 1964 and 1971. The 
Ridington archives contain over 700 photos and recordings that were captured during 
this time. This invaluable connection to our history will be brought to life in an exciting 
multimedia project initiated by Prophet River Lands Department.

While working on this project, we had the opportunity to meet with Mills in Kelowna BC 
this summer and share some of her memories. She and her husband at the time, Robin 
Ridington became friends with the Dane-Zaa and spent every summer up there. During 
that time she was working on her PHD in Anthropology and Child Development 
at Harvard. She fondly remembers the hospitality of Sam and Jean St. Pierre and 
the pies at Lum and Abners across the street. Many members may remember “Tonia” 
from her time in Prophet River.

Prophet River Mapping Project
Keary Walde, Owner and Archaeologist at Heritage North, and Jared Kyllo, GIS Analyst at Ecora, worked together in 
Kelowna a few weeks ago on the PRFN Mapping Project. The group did a field test using Ipads to capture and map 
information about the area.

In the photo below, Walde and Kyllo used a drone to fly over the area and 
capture additional photos. This will help gather more detailed information 
in areas that are difficult to access or may have not been reached before.

Mills remembers when many of these photos were taken and was able to share her 
memories with the team. This media is currently being used as part of a larger project 
with Ecora. This includes geotagging and mapping the locations and sharing the 
stories with our Elders and eventually with the community.

Mills was previously a Research Assistant Professor and Lecturer at the University of 
Virginia, USA. She earned her BA from Radcliffe/Harvard, and her PhD from 
Harvard. First Nations land claims, religion and law, and reincarnation beliefs and 
cases are her current research interests. 

Visit Page 6 to see some of the photos from the Ridington Dane-zaa Archives.
Photo of Tonia courtesy of the 

Ridington Dane-zaa Archives, OSPRS23.
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Your Voice Matters!
Your Voice Matters and we want to hear from you. We’re here to help. It is our utmost priority that the community has a full 
understanding of our new programs and a clear picture of what to expect moving forward. Here are a few ways to reach us 
and stay connected. 

Check our website ProphetRiverFirstNation.com, we are updating it frequently with news, career opportunities and updates 
from our community. This is a temporary website for Profit River First Nation Communications. We are currently working on 
a new web portal that will launch at the same web address this month. This new website will be the foundation of our new 
communication plan for members on and off-reserve. We are excited about this new initiative and we believe that it will 
significantly improve transparency, communication, and ease of access to information for ALL members.

We will continue to keep you updated on future plans and programs and we want to hear from you!

Contact with us online:  ProphetRiverFirstNation.com/contact-page/

Subscribe:  We encourage ALL members to subscribe on our website for updates and to receive
 a copy of this newsletter delivered directly to your inbox and/or your home. 

Connect with us on our official Facebook Page:

There is some confusion over Facebook pages and we would like to encourage             
members to connect to the Facebook page that is linked from our website. 

Facebook.com/ProphetRiverFirstNation

This is the “official” page for Prophet River First Nation. 

Connect with us on Twitter:  Twitter.com/ProphetRFN

Connect with us on Instagram:  Instagram.com/ProphetRiverFirstNation

Member Access:  Coming soon! The new website will have a secure login for members to 
access information that is for the community only. Each member will 
have  their own login and password to access information about 
programs and services.

 Sign up online at ProphetRiverFirstNation.com/members-access/

Call Us: 1.844.323.0324 (Toll Free)

   We have set up a new extension system so you can leave a message for the department 
   managers. Below is a list of the extensions and we will also post this on our website. 

101 – Lands Department        105 – Finance Department  

102 – Education Department 106 – Communications Department       

103 – Housing Department        107 – Councillor Jaqueline Reno       

104 – Health Department  108 – Councillor Beverly Stager 

Prophet River First Nation - 1.844.323.0324 (Toll Free)    

http://www.ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
https://prophetriverfirstnation.com/contact-page/
http://ProphetRiverFirstNation.com/members-access/
https://www.facebook.com/prophetriverfirstnation
http://Twitter.com/ProphetRFN
http://Instagram.com/ProphetRiverFirstNation
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From the Archives
Ridington Dane-zaa Archives
The Ridington Dane-zaa Archives contain hundreds of 
hours of historical audio recordings and thousands of 
photographs.

These document everything from songs and oratory 
by elders of the 1960s to conversations and talent 
shows of the 1990s. These archives will be geo-
tagged by location and shared with our community.

Tonia and Liza Wolfe scraping moose hide.
Courtesy of Ridington Dane-zaa Archives, OSPRG63.

Sam, Jean, Katie St. Pierre and Antonia Mills.
Courtesy of Ridington Dane-zaa Archives, OSPRS23.

Prophet River Tonia, Sam St. Pierre, Jumbie, Sahweh having Thanksgiving dinner. 
Courtesy of Ridington Dane-zaa Archives, P14F10.

         Member Business Directory
Do you own a business, provide a service or have special skills? Are you a 
medic, heavy equipment operator, writer, house cleaner, etc.? 

We want to help profile you in our member directory! 

We will set it up online so you can promote your business to the community 
and our industry partners. If you’re interested, please go online, fill in the form 
and we will reach out to you to help you set up your member business page 
for the directory. 

For more information, visit: ProphetRiverFirstNation.com/business-signup/

https://prophetriverfirstnation.com/business-signup/
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Update from Council
Council has been meeting throughout the summer to keep 
things moving forward with a number of new initiatives 
including communications, culture and several lands updates.

Stay tuned on the website at ProphetRiverFirstNation.com 
to learn more about the opening of the office and bandhall. 
New hours and protocol will be in place. In the 
meantime we encourage our members to stay in touch using 
our new email and phone systems.

Council Meetings 

Council has been meeting every second Wednesday 
to manage the community. When possible, the meetings will 
be held in the bandhall. Council meeting dates are listed 
below and our agendas will be posted in the “Members 
ONLY” section of our website. 

Don't forget to sign up at ProphetRiverFirstNation.com to stay 
informed!

How to Reach Us
Due to the Covid-19 Crisis, the Chief & Council will be 
working remotely and using conference calls to 
engage in meetings that pertain to the Nation. 

The Band Office is currently closed and staff will work 
remotely until it is safe to return to work. In the 
meantime, we will keep you informed through 
our social media and at ProphetRiverFirstNation.com.

Each member will create a login to access any 
confidential “members only” information. Please 
go to the website and create your account and login 
with your current email address. This will help us 
stay in touch and  keep you connected and informed 
on what is happening in our community. 

We will continue to mail out a monthly newsletter 
for members that do not have internet access. 

If you have any questions, please refer to the contacts 
below and online to discuss any information, questions, 
issues or concerns.

Please reach out to the department first to clarify any 
questions you have before contacting the Chief 
and Council directly.

Contact: 
Band Office NEW Toll Free Number 

1.844.323.0324

Band Office PRFN Trust Programs Applications 
prfnprograms@prophetriverfn.ca

ProphetRiverFirstNation.com 

Questions about the website and/or updating your 
contact information for the newsletter:

khaine@citymedia.ca

Councilor Jacqueline Reno was 
able to attend the meetings 
with Ecora in Kelowna, BC and 
contribute to the creation of a 
new mapping and cultural tool 
for PRFN. Shown on right with 
Dr. Antonia Mills.

Although the bandhall remains 
closed, plans are underway to 
cautiously open the facilities 
over the next month.

Mark Your Calendar

Chief & Council Updates

for September 2020

PLANNED MEETINGS FOR PRFN

 

                
Sept. 8  |  Council Meeting (10am - 12pm)

                
Sept. 21 - 24  |  Drumming Workshop

                
Sept. 30  |  Council Meeting (10am - 12pm)

http://www.ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
http://ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
http://ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
http://www.ProphetRiverFirstNation.com
mailto:prfnprograms@prophetriverfn.ca
mailto:khaine@citymedia.ca
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Prophet River News is published monthly. 
 For past issues, visit: ProphetRiverFirstNation.com/newsarchives/newsletter-archive

SCHOOL REMINDER
Due to COVID-19 restrictions we are
unable to have visitors at the school 

unless you call in advance.

Please call us and we will make
an appointment for you!

1.844.323.0324 x102

Subscribe to our newsletter!
Stay connected with us & receive our monthly newsletter directly

to your inbox and/or have a copy mailed to your home!

Visit ProphetRiverFirstNation.com/Subscribe & sign up now!

Attn Hunters : Help prevent CWD
Chronic Wasting Disease is a progressive, fatal nervous 
system disease that affects members of the deer 
family (white-tailed deer, mule deer and moose). The 
disease is caused by an abnormal protein and can 
spread when a healthy animal comes into contact with 
an infected animal or an environment (soil, food or 
water) contaminated with CWD. The disease is not 
known to affect humans or animals other than cervid 
species.

While this disease has not yet been detected in B.C., 64 
animals in the area around Libby, Mont. have been 
discovered with the disease since June 2019. The 
Peace and East Kootenay regions have been targeted 
as high-risk areas. 

The provincial Wildlife Health Program is calling on 
hunters, especially the Peace region, to bring deer, 
moose and elk heads to drop-off locations for CWD 
testing. B.C. will continue testing samples to ensure the 
Province’s CWD-free status and inform any additional 
response.

Anyone encountering an animal that exhibits symptoms 
of CWD (thin, drooling, poor co-ordination, stumbling) 
should report it to the provincial Wildlife Health 
Program at 250.751.3219. 

Drop-off locations may be found online at:
www.gov.bc.ca/chronicwastingdisease.ca

http://ProphetRiverFirstNation.com/newsarchives/newsletter-archive
https://prophetriverfirstnation.com/subscribe/
http://www.gov.bc.ca/chronicwastingdisease.ca



